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of Lord Sriranganatha (Snrangesa-purohitah}^ As a
youth he is said to have defeated a famous Advaita teacher
Madhavadasa ofMelkote (Tirunarayanapuram). It is stated
that the scholarly duel went on for a week and that
finally Madhavadasa accepted his defeat and becme a
disciple of Parasara under a new name Ranganatha,
consequent to his conversion of Srivaisnavism. Ranganatha
is popularly known as Nanjiyar in Tamil and is the
celebrated commentator on the Snsukta and also on the
Tiruvaymoli of Nammalvar. It is said that he wrote the
commentary on the Tiruvaymoli at the instance of
Parasara. The elaborate commentary Idu on the
Tiruvaymoli is replete with several instances of how
Parasara interpreted and explained (nirvaha-s} some of
the knotty passages of the Tiruvaymoli in accordance
with the spirit of the school.

DATE OF PARASARA BHATTA

The date of Parasara Bhatta is a moot point. While
there is unanimity in accepting him as a spiritual teacher
after Ramanuja's demise in A.D. 1137, the exact date
of his birth could not be decided. The traditional records
give the month and the day of his birth as Vrsabhamasa
and Anuradhanaksatra, but do not mention the year.
Naturally scholars have proposed different years
corresponding to the birth of Parasara. One such date
of Parasara's birth is A.D. 1062.12 According to some,
however, this varies from A.D. 1073 to 1078.14 The
Guruparampara of Brahmatantra-svatantra-svamin HI
(A.D. 15th cent.) gives Subhakrt as the year of his birth
in Kali 4163.15 This corresponds to Friday the 24th
May of A.D. 1062.16 Another tradition gives the date
ofParasara's demise as SukJa Dva.da.sim the Jaya year.17
This corresponds to Wednesday, llth November,